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Photo opportunities on Monday 26th March 9am outside Centre Point. At 10.30am we will head off to nearby workfare sites

Protestors to target Grayling’s workfare conference – and other locations

Boycott Workfare will hold a protest outside of a workfare conference at which Chris Grayling will be giving a keynote address on Monday 26th March [1]. The protesters will then move on  to other workfare sites in the area. The morning of action will keep up the pressure on employers who use workfare, workfare providers such as A4e, and Chris Grayling himself, reminding them all that the public are strongly against forced unpaid labour.

The conference ‘Tapping into talent: Putting employers at the heart of the work programme’ seeks to reassure employers involved in the Work Programme after the public outcry against workfare [2]. Grayling will look to conduct a damage limitation exercise after numerous high street stores pulled out of the government’s workfare programmes greatly undermining the viability of these schemes. 

Protesters dressed as a chain gang will greet those attending the conference, vividly illustrating for attendees the realities of workfare. Protestors will then take a tour of other workfare sites in the area.

Liz Wyatt, a member of Boycott Workfare commented:

‘Despite the huge public outcry against workfare over the last month, the government are still intent on rolling out workfare across the country as their answer to unemployment. However, workfare is not only immoral, it simply doesn’t work. In fact it will exacerbate the unemployment crisis as paid workers’ jobs are replaced by job seekers who are forced to work for free. 

People up and down the country have been taking action against workfare and it is having a significant impact as we have seen with the withdrawal of high street stores from these workfare schemes. We want to keep up this pressure on employers reminding them that by participating in workfare schemes they risk tarnishing their brands by their association with forced unpaid labour. 

We will highlight the role of Work Programme providers who are making millions of pounds, courtesy of the tax payer, out of people’s unemployment. As the title of the conference makes clear, this isn’t about working in the interests of the unemployed, but about squeezing profits out of them for multi-million pound companies.’ 

Notes to editors

[1] Boycott Workfare is a UK-wide campaign to end forced unpaid work for people who receive welfare. Workfare profits the rich by providing free labour, whilst threatening the poor by taking away welfare rights if people refuse to work without a living wage. We are a grassroots campaign, formed in 2010 by people with experience of workfare and those concerned about its impact. We expose and take action against companies and organisations profiting from workfare; encourage organisations to pledge to boycott it; and actively inform people of their rights. We are not affiliated to any political party and are open to all who share our aims. More info: http://www.boycottworkfare.org/
[2] Indus Delta, a Work Programme provider, acknowledged the concerns many employers are having on its webpage advertising the conference: ‘The adverse publicity for work experience and the Work Programme has led to the withdrawal of several high profile employers in recent weeks.  Whilst many employers remain involved, the unknown is how many are rethinking their involvement.’ http://indusdelta.co.uk/story/tapping_talent_putting_employers_heart_work_programme/9080
[3] A4e is being investigated for fraud by Thames Valley police and by the DWP in an independent audit http://www.guardian.co.uk/uk/2012/mar/09/a4e-faces-new-fraud-investigation
[4] Emma Harrison quits both her position as the government’s family czar and as chairperson of A4e due to allegations of fraud and ‘fat cat’ pay. http://www.guardian.co.uk/politics/2012/feb/25/a4e-welfare-emma-harrison-properties
