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News release – For immediate release

Major blow to government as Workfare Week of Action claims first success: Holland & Barrett pull out

In response to protests planned in over twenty locations throughout the UK [1], Holland & Barrett has today announced [2] that it will discontinue its involvement in Work Experience, a workfare scheme run by the DWP.

The announcement was posted on its Facebook page, the day before a Week of Action called by the Boycott Workfare network [3] will commence: “The 60 people currently undertaking the work experience scheme will be the last to complete the eight week placement. After this time Holland & Barrett will not participate further in that scheme.”

Holland & Barrett has seen sustained protests across the UK, co-ordinated by Solidarity Federation, which called a national campaign against the company, which it discovered was taking 1100 placements a year, a significant proportion of its workforce of just over 3500. [4] Chris Grayling had relied on the company's involvement to boost support for the scheme after it floundered in public opinion earlier this year. [5]

Jim McLaughlin, a member of Boycott Workfare has said: 

“Holland & Barrett was using unpaid workers on a massive scale. Even its employees complained that paid work was being replaced. So it is great news that protests have made them pull out. People are doing real work, so they should be getting real pay. This is a great boost at the start of a Week of Action which aims to step up the pressure on the hundreds of companies and charities still profiting from workfare."

Dismissing the claims that planned peaceful protests posed a safety risk, Jim added: 

“It is disingenuous in the extreme to suggest that peaceful protests pose any risk to anyone. It is a convenient way of distracting from the company's ethical responsibility for using unpaid work on a massive scale. The protests are peaceful and legitimate, and have been supported by a massive public response on social media. Grayling and the companies profiting from his workfare schemes need to face up to the uncomfortable truth: workfare is failing. It does not help get people into work; employees know that it takes paid work away from them; the public do not want to support shops which don't pay their staff.”

The week of action will continue to target those still involved in workfare – both providers like A4e and the companies and charities using workfare labour.  [6] A counter-conference will take place during the Welfare to Work convention in Birmingham. [7]

Notes to editors:

[1] See a list of actions planned for the Workfare Week of Action here, with more still expected to be announced: http://www.boycottworkfare.org/?p=1154  See our press

Our press release with more details on the context for the Week of Action can be downloaded here: http://www.boycottworkfare.org/wp-content/uploads/2011/06/week-of-action-press-release.doc 

[2] Holland & Barrett posted its announcement on Facebook this morning: https://www.facebook.com/hollandandbarrett/posts/329040160515167 

[3] Boycott Workfare is a UK-wide campaign network to end forced unpaid work for people who receive welfare. Workfare profits the rich by providing free labour, whilst threatening the poor by taking away welfare rights if people refuse to work without a living wage. We are a grassroots campaign, formed in 2010 by people with experience of workfare and those concerned about its impact. We expose and take action against companies and organisations profiting from workfare; encourage organisations to pledge to boycott it; and actively inform people of their rights. We are not affiliated to any political party and are open to all who share our aims. More info:

http://www.boycottworkfare.org/
[4] See a public announcement from Solidarity Federation today: http://solfed.org.uk/?q=brighton%2Fa-domino-falls-holland-barrett-quit-workfare-after-direct-action 

[5] Speaking at a CESI conference on the Work Porgramme, Chris Grayling said: ‘Holland and Barrett have committed to supporting one thousand young people over the next twelve months’ by delivering ‘placements and support’  in partnership with Jobcentre Plus. See: http://johnnyvoid.wordpress.com/2012/07/06/holland-barrett-pull-out-of-workfare/ 

[6] A list of some of the companies which are or have been involved in workfare can be found here: http://www.boycottworkfare.org/?page_id=16 

[7] Making Welfare Work counter-conference details: http://www.boycottworkfare.org/?p=1192 

[7] For links to DWP documents about workfare and evidence that workfare does not improve job outcomes, please see Boycott Workfare's "The Facts" page: 

http://www.boycottworkfare.org/?page_id=663 

