Dear MP name,

I am writing to make you aware of my disgust at the use and expansion of forced unpaid labour by this government – commonly referred to as ‘workfare’. There are going to be 250000 “Work Experience” places in the next few years, where people can be sanctioned if they leave after the first week. Increasing numbers of people are being punished by the job centre by being placed on Mandatory Work Activity with escalating sanctions of an initial 13 weeks given for non-compliance. The Work Programme – which can expect to have up to 3.3 million people enrolled in the next few years – has a black box approach, which allows the private providers to enforce unpaid work with sanctions for long periods of time. 

I believe this marks a sudden and sinister shift in our welfare system.  Previously you could expect to be provided with benefit when out of work or ill but now you have to work to receive this. Even the DWP have remarked in their own reports how these workfare schemes are not relevant at a time of high unemployment. Now we are punishing people, through forced labour, for being out of work when jobs are scarce – something which could hardly be blamed on the individual.

Furthermore workfare acts to undermine jobs. The campaign group Boycott Workfare has reported how supermarkets have satisfied the increase in requirement for staff at Christmas by taking on workfare placements. This is a demonstration of how companies making billions in profits make more money by using forced labour – paid for by the government. These companies should instead be paying a living wage in real, permanent jobs, and not offering temporary vacancies with wages of “JSA + expenses” as Tesco’s recently did. 

Finally a new twist is that a recent leak has shown the government are planning on making people in receipt of ESA work for unlimited periods whilst suffering from serious illnesses including cancers and strokes. 

Please use your power and influence to stop this exploitation of unemployed, sick and disabled people. A solution to unemployment is creating more jobs, not forcing people to work for free.  

Yours sincerely,

